6. CONFIDENT LIVING IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

What is one thing we could do to improve
our virtual meetings? -
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EPHESIANS

identity | belonging | calling

What are some examples in your everyday world of things that you use or benefit from,
even though you do not understand them?

The letter to the Ephesians celebrates the beauty of the church—the Bride of Christ. Paul
continues his conversation in his letter to his friends about the mystérion.

1.

Go to break out groups and read Ephesians 3:1-13 - find a key verse in this section and
paraphrase it, or put it in your own words while at the same time honouring the central
idea. Share it with the group and why you think this verse is central.

What questions do you have that arise out of this passage? Discuss as a group.

In your own words, summarize the mystery revealed to Paul and set out in this section.

Return to the group and share your findings.

Paul wrote of the administration of God’s grace that was given to him (v. 2) and
finished the sentence by asking them not to be discouraged because he is in prison in
Rome (v. 13).! What do you think Paul means when he uses the phrase ‘the stewardship
of God’s grace’ (vs 2 cf 2 Timothy 1:11-12; Colossians 1:25)?

1vv 2-13 is one long sentence



The secret plan is that God always intended to bring Gentiles, the non-Jewish peoples of the
world, into fellowship with himself, on equal terms with his ancient people the Jews. And
the good news—the ‘gospel’ —is that God has now accomplished this through Jesus the
Jewish Messiah, Jesus who is also the world’s true Lord.2

6. Paul, alJew, became a missionary to the Gentiles at a time when the Jewish people
found their identity in the fact that they were God’s only chosen people. What
consequences might Paul have had to pay for his actions? (see 2 Corinthians 11:16-33)

7. How did Paul view his current situation — “a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles”...? (cf 3:1,13; 6:10) What does it mean to be ‘a prisoner of Christ Jesus’?

When we are undergoing hardship, unpopularity, material loss for the sake of Christian
principles we may either regard ourselves as the victims of men or as the champions of
Christ.3

8. The Apostle Paul as ‘the very least of all the saints’ was called to ‘preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ’ (v 8). What is the sense of God’s ‘call’ on your life?
What is your life trajectory and how is that changing in the new normal?

Prayer

Father, we look at your plan and see that it’s all based on your love, not on our
performance. Help us understand that. Teach us to be captivated by your love. Allow us to
be overwhelmed by your grace. Remind us to live grateful lives. Amen. (Max)

Journaling

Take a few moments to record your personal insights from this lesson.

In what situations or times in my life have | felt the most loved by God?

2 Wright, T. (2004). Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon (p. 33). London:
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.

3The letters to the Galatians and Ephesians. 2000, c1976 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily
study Bible series, Rev. ed. (122). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.
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